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Dear Colleagues and Partners,

I am very happy to introduce  and welcome you to yet another edition 
of the East African Civil Society Organizations’ Forum (EACSOF) 
January – April E-newsletter 2015. In this newsletter, we bring you 
news about various developments in EACSOF, its members, the EAC 
and beyond. We also reflect on various Civil Society Organisation 
initiatives, including important meetings, workshops, conferences as 
well as highlights of 2014 Key programmes and successes and an update 
on EACSOF Work Plan for 2015 as reflected below:

  FOREWORD FROM THE SECRETARIAT

Ms. Martha Makenge

•	 Increase	Staffing	and	Staff	capacity	building
•	 Conduct	Audit	2014
•	 Review	of	Human	Resource	and	Financial	Manual
•	 Review	of	constitution
•	 Develop	EACSOF	new	strategic	plan
•	 Building	CSOs	capacity	to	do	advocacy	on	Civic	Space	in	EAC
•	 Co-organizing	the	4th	EAC	Annual	SG	Forum
•	 Mobilizing	communities	for	more	effectives	participation	through	the	CDF
•	 Institutionalizing	national	Dialogue	Committee
•	 Conduct	Governing	Council		Meeting	by	end	of		May		2015	&	26th	August	2015	and			Annual	General	
              Meeting on  18th -22nd November 2015.
•	 Developing	and	Improving	Partnership	plus	Sustainability	via:

•	 MOUs
•	 Constitution
•	 Working	closely	with	present	and	new	development	partners
•	 Membership	Structure	and	MOUs	
•	 Building	country	chapters
•	 Revisit			reports	including	national	strategic	reports	to	get	ideas	on	structure,	sustainability		
      and funding

•	 Respond	to	emerging	issues
•	 Develop	communiqué	on	Burundi	elections
•	 Campaign	on	#Stop	Killing	Persons	With	Albinism
•	 Introduce	Up	on	EALA	-	CSO	Engagement	Framework
•	 Follow	up	on	EAC	2nd	HIV	and	AIDS,	TB	and	STIs	Strategic	Plan	2015-2020	and	HIV	Control		
														&	Management	Bill	2012
•	 Co	organize	Zinduka	Festival	2015
•	 Keep	Members	Updated	on	EAC	Issues	via	website,	email	list	and	newsletters.

I wish you all happy reading.
Ms. Martha J. Makenge
EACSOF Co-ordinator.
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1. Re-designed EACSOF website and more flow of communications to our stakeholders
2.	 Increased	EACSOF	Brand	visibility,	increased	media	coverage	about	EACSOF,	Increased	
             EACSOF recognition by the EAC Secretariat, Organs, Institutions and United Nations.
3.	 To	date;	EACSOF	Secretariat	has	61	active	members		following		an	increase	of	19	Membership	
													Inquiries	in	2013	and	5	New	members	in	2014.	It	is	interesting	to	note	that	some	59	EACSOF		
             Members are umbrella organisations with a membership network of over 500 CSOs. Moreover 
													EACSOF	has	a	mailing	list	of	CSOs	subscribers.	EACSOF	receives	inquiries	from	organisations	
             outside the continent desirous of joining EACSOF.
4.	 In	January-December	2014	EACSOF	website	has	attracted	10,797	web	visitors	of	which	8,075	
														are	unique	visitors.		In	the	year	2013	and	2012	EACSOF	website	attracted	a	total	of	5,472,	3,129	
            website visitors respectively.  Increased EACSOF e- news and press releases mailing list 
													subscribers	summing	to	5,259	recipients.
5. Conducted National Consultations that fed up to the 3rd Annual EAC SG Forum.
6.	 Conducted	Analysis	of	Civic	Space	in	EAC	partner	states.
7. Conducted EACSOF Strategic Review Meetings in Uganda, Rwanda and Kenya.
8. EACSOF received a new Volunteer to aid in communication and administrative work with 
             support from GIZ.
9.	 EACSOF	Secretariat	conducted	Annual	Financial	Audit	of	2011,	2012,	2013.

Highlight of EACSOF Key Successes :

      EACSOF Initiatives Undertaken
The	 forum	 has	 ensured	 continuity	 and	 strong	 support,	 networking	 and	 linkages	 with	 different	
stakeholders and will continue the good relationships established  for further engagements in  form 
of	attendance	to	different	meetings,	workshops	that	the	Forum	is	invited	to	participate.	The	reports	
from these meetings are shared and disseminated to the members and stakeholders for information 
and	 further	 initiatives.	EACSOF	 representatives	 participated	 and	 carried	out	different	 initiatives	 in	
accordance to below strategic directions.

•	 Policy	Engagement	with	the	EAC	and	Partner	States
•	 Capacity	Building	for	Members
•	 Internal	Institutional	Strengthening	for	EACSOF	
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In the run up to the 3rd Annual EAC Secretary General Forum that was scheduled for September 2014, 
EACSOF conducted National CSO Consultations in all EAC Partner states 2014 to feed up to the 3rd 
Annual EAC SG Forum.

The 3rd EAC Annual Secretary Generals Forum was organized by the EAC Secretariat in collaboration 
with	the	coordinating	Ministries,	as	well	as	the	Dialogue	Partners			the	EABC,	EACSOF,	EALS,	EALGA,	
EATUC and with the support   from GIZ and TMEA” About 200 delegates attended the third East African 
Community	 Secretary	 General’s	 Forum,	 themed:	 EAC:	 My	 Home,	 My	 Business,	 held	 on	 11th	 -12th	
September 2014 in Entebbe, Uganda. The delegates were drawn from the Partner States’ Private Sector 
Organisations (PSOs), Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), professional bodies, academia/universities, 
media, EAC Organs and Institutions, development partners and other interest groups.
The overall objective of the 3rd Annual SG’s Forum was to provide a platform where private sector, civil 
society	and	other	interest	groups	could	dialogue	and	interact	with	the	EAC	Secretary	General	and	his	staff	
as	well	as	with	representatives	 from	the	Partner	States	on	regional	 integration	matters	directly	affecting	
them. The themes for discussion were:
•	 Freedom	of	movement
•	 Food	security
•	 Mobile	commerce
•	 Competitiveness	
EACSOF presented on People Centered EAC - CSOs Operating Environment in EAC. That highlighted 
conditions within which civil society works; forces that shape and influence the size, extent and functioning 
of the civil society ‘space’.
Emerging issues/discussions from People Centered EAC - CSOs Operating Environment in EAC.
•	The	legal	and	administrative	frameworks	in	the	Partner	States	are	not	favourable	for	CSO	operations
•	The	operating	 environment	 for	CSOs	 is	 characterized	 by	 political	 hostility	 ,	 negative	 perception	 and	
unnecessary bureaucracy
•	Delays	in	processing	applications	for	registration;
•	Limited	awareness	and	wrong	perception	of	CSOs	by	Partner	States	Government.
•	That	the	framework	for	Consultative	Dialogue	Framework	remains	adhoc
•	That	conditioning	observer	status	at	the	EAC	on	presence	of	a	CSO	in	all	the	Partner	States	undermines	
consultative dialogue.

Recommendations

•	A	clear	structure	and	coordination	mechanism	amongst	CSOs	should	be	established.	To	this	end,	EACSOF	
   National Chapters should be strengthened to optimize the benefits created by regional dialogue space that 
   has been secured through Consultative Dialogue Framework (CDF);
•	The	Consultative	Dialogue	Framework	should	be	incorporate	into	plans	and	programmes	of	all	dialogue	
   parties at both national and regional level;
•	The	scope	of	the	Consultative	Dialogue	Framework	should	be	extended	to	include	other	EAC	organs	and	
   institutions like EALA and EACJ; and
•	The	rights	of	human	rights’	defenders	and	civil	society	activists	should	be	upheld	and	protected

Way Forward

To follow up on implementation of recommendations. Read final report of the 3rd Annual EAC Secretary General 
Forum :	http://eacsof.net/upload/SG%20Forum/Report%203rd%20SG%20Forum%20-%20Revised%20%288-10-2014%29.pdf

 Policy Engagement with the EAC and Partner States
       Progress on the Consultative Dialogue Framework
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EACSOF attended National CSO Fair 2014 in Kampala Uganda and organized National CSO 
Consultation for the 3rd Annual SG’s Forum on Uganda 27th June 2014.
 The Uganda National NGO Forum (UNNGOF) in partnership with East African Civil Society Forum 
(EACSOF)	and	 the	Ministry	of	East	African	Community	Affairs	 (MEACA)	organised	 the	National	
CSO	Consultation	under	the	theme;	“EAC	My	Home,	My	Business”	at	Africana	Hotel	–Kampala	on	
27th June 2014.
 
The consultative meeting brought together key stakeholders such as; Government Representatives, 
Development Partners, CSOs, Parliamentarians, MDAs, Media, Regional Partners, and Academia to 
contribute to the Annual EAC SG Forum.  
 
Parallel sessions were organized as part of the activities of the 4th edition of the National CSO Fair 
under the theme: “Celebrating our East African Citizenship”.  The CSO Fair provided a platform for 
over 1000 NGOs to showcase their work and contribution to the development of the country and 
attracted over 10,000 citizens from all walks of life. 

The overall objective of the consultations was twofold; to contribute to the Annual EAC SG Forum 
and to assess the performance of the Consultative Dialogue Framework in a view to strengthen citizen 
participation in the integration process. The consultation attracted over 200 participants who improved 
EACSOF Visibility and it is interesting to note that most of CSOs / Participants are interested to join 
EACSOF	Membership.	Delegates	filled	questionnaires	and	consulted	on	3rd	Annual	SG’s	Forum	topics	
and theme; the compiled analysis of the report fed up in to the 3rd Annual Secretary General Forum 
recommendation.

Highlight of National CSO Consultation for the 3rd Annual SG’s 
Forum in Uganda 

Workshop  Participants during National CSO Consultation for the 3rd Annual SG’s Forum in 
Uganda 
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National Consultations “Assessing the Progress of CDF Implementation” Dialogue 
Partners Bilateral Consultations – Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) 

National Consultations Workshop on “Assessing the Progress of CDF Implementation” Dialogue 
Partners	Bilateral	Consultations	was	held	on	13th	February	2015	at	Laico	Regency	in	Nairobi	Kenya.	
The Meeting aimed at having the civil society organizations (CSOs) to have discussions concerning 
the experiences of their participation and engagement in the Consultative Dialogue Framework at the 
regional and national level. The CSOs shared the lessons learnt, good practices and challenges as well 
as suggest possible solutions to enhance the CDF process. 

Delegates proposed the following suggestions for future engagements:

•	Participation	in	the	legislation	process	(CSOs	need	to	engage	in	the	necessary	processes	to	
   influence the outcome of the legislations and debates in parliaments to avoid  reactionary 
   tendencies)
•Engage	the	government	in	professional	actions	e.g.	policy	formulations,	service	provisions
•Establish	a	media	Strategy	that	will	enable	efficient	communication	and	flow	of	information.
•Devolve	the	units	of	EACSOF	operations:	the	Team	should	first	identify	agenda	framework	of	CDF	at	
   county level and identify how the EACSOF members at the local level can participate; Identify how       
			and	what	the	local	groups	work	there	for	EACSOF	to	focus	on	their	interest	for	their	effective	
    participation

Way Forward and Conclusions

It was urged that there is need for continuously engagement among CSOs, Government, and even 
beyond CDF. CSOs to change their agenda not only to advance their interests but also to build their 
capacity to be in positions of adding value for the Government. 
EACSOF-Kenya was urged to increase its membership for wider reach and the observer status at the 
EAC	should	not	be	the	issue	but	how	much	effort	it	is	pumped	in	influencing	policy.	

PREPARATORY CONSULTATIONS IN LINE WITH THE UPCOMING 4TH 
ANNUAL EAC SECRETARY GENERAL FORUM

The 3rd SG’s Forum and the Regional Dialogue Committee (RDC) 
Preparatory Meeting
EAC Secretariat is convening of the Forum on Fighting Genocide and the first preparatory meeting of 
the Regional Dialogue Committee of the 4th EAC Annual Secretary General’s Forum. The Regional 
Dialogue Committee recognizes the importance of preventing genocide across the region. In support 
of	the	Republic	of	Rwanda	and	in	the	spirit	of	commemorating	the	1994	Genocide	against	Tutsis	.

The objective of the Forum is to collect ideas towards sustainable peace in the EAC region, drawing 
from the Rwanda experience so that such genocide is the last among East Africans. Additionally, the 
Forum will discuss preventive measures undertaken so far and it will examine the responsibility of the 
citizensin ensuring peace. The recommendations of the Forum will feed into the committee meeting 
which will in turn ensure those recommendations are carried forward to the 4th Secretary General’s 
Forum in order to be tabled before EAC decision making bodies. 
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The 3rd SG’s Forum and the Regional Dialogue Committee (RDC) 
Preparatory Meeting  
1st	Regional	Dialogue	Committee	meeting	was	scheduled	from	4th	–	6th	May	2015	in	Kigali,	Rwanda.

Participants 
The	events	will	bring	together	the	EAC	Secretariat,	Organs	and	Institutions,	EABC,	EACSOF,	EALS,	
EALGA,	EATUC,	National	 focal	point	organizations	 for	EABC	and	EACSOF	and	 the	coordinating	
Ministries	responsible	for	EAC	Affairs.	

 The Expected Outputs 
i) Report recommendations from the Forum on Fighting Genocide 
ii) Report of the 1st meeting of the RDC 
iii) Conduct 4th Annual EAC SG Forum on the week of 25th  November 2015

CONSOLIDATING REGIONALISATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN EAC (CRESCE)
EACSOF & CSOs of Mombasa Port Initiative Forge Partneship

CRESCE workshop was organized to enable members of EACSOF dialogue and share lessons and 
experiences to ensure more consolidated regionalisation agenda. The workshop (that was supported 
by TMEA Kenya) was held at Lake Naivasha Sopa Resort on 25th to 28th March and brought together 
the EACSOF Governing Council delegates from all the EAC member states; EACSOF Kenya Chapter 
National Working Group; Mombasa Port Initiative Reform CSO Group; EACSOF Secretariats from 
both Arusha and Kenya. 
The	workshop	was	convened	to	deal	with	two	main	issues	namely:	Broader	challenges	of	
regionalization and building of a cohesive regional civil society formation in East Africa; and lessons’ 
learnt from the implementation of the CDF and practical challenges of policy influencing at the 
regional level.  
The main outputs of the workshop were: a) Documented lessons that will aid EACSOF member 
organisations in building more appropriate programmes to promote market integration and poverty 
reduction;	b)	Better	understanding	of	the	progress	made	by	different	chapters	in	institutionalization	
of EACSOF (registration, membership, strategic planning, etc); c) More cohesive CSO partners in the 
Mombasa Port Initiative who also understand the significance of their work to regional integration; 
d) A draft framework of engagement between EACSOF and the CSO partners in the Mombasa Port 
Initiative; and e) A draft framework of engagement among the CSO partners in the Mombasa Port 
Initiative.  Read Full Report
For Further information Contact :John Owegi  Ag. Coordinator EACSOF Kenya {eacsofke@gmail.com}

CRESCE Workshop Participants
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Foundation for Civil Society Meeting 
The Foundation for Civil Society organized a 2-days Civil Society Organisations Forum that brought 
together more than 120 Tanzanian Civil Society Organisation representatives and few others from each of 
EAC partner states to reflect, discuss and strategize on enhancing awareness and engagement of CSOs and 
citizens at large in EAC agenda while reflecting on other social –economic issues related to East African 
Integration.  
 The forum carried the theme The Role of CSOs in Strengthening East African Integration and was held 
from	11th	-12th	December	2014,	at	Mbayuwayu	Hall,	AICC	Arusha.
EACSOF held an exhibition booth and circulated its publications. It worth noting that Tanzanian members 
were	enthusiastic	to	learn	about	EACSOF	and	were	pleased	to	learn	about	the	Black	Monday	Movement	
in Uganda.
EACSOF	Tanzania	Chapter	TANGO	updated	delegates	of	the	differed	achievements:
(i)Organised a CSO reflection session in preparation forthe EAC Secretary General’s Forum in September 
2014; (ii) conducted a survey on the CSOs perception regarding the EAC Customs Union and EAC 
Common Market Protocols; (iii) trained CSOs, small-scale farmers and cross-border traders on the 
EAC Customs Union and Common Market Protocols; (v) represented CSOs in the Secretary General’s 
Forum; (vi) represented Tanzanian CSOs in EACSOF Region and was elected Secretary General; and (vii) 
moderated an E-forum on EAC Matters.

Wayforward
Tanzania will establish a steering committee for EACSOF Tanzania Chapter. TANGO (Mainland Tanzania) 
and ANGOZA (Zanzibar) were chosen to link Tanzania with CSOs other EAC member countries

Zinduka Festival 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2014 KEY EVENTS & UPDATES

EACSOF	Co-organised	the	second	Zinduka	Festival	which	took	place	from	the	6th		to	8th		of	November	2014	
at Sheikh Amri Abed Stadium in Arusha, Tanzania. Zinduka is a Kiswahili word which literary translates 
to a re-awakening of consciousness. Zinduka Festival is a forum for re-awakening the consciousness of 
the people to engage in the process of East African integration and Pan-Africanism through common 
struggles	for	socio-economic	and	political	liberation.	It	offers	East	African	citizens	from	all	walks	of	life,	
and organizations from diverse sectors, an opportunity to celebrate the vibrant East African diversities; as 
well as share our successes and challenges as we pursue the region’s economic and political liberation. The 
theme was; Zinduka! People’s voices, Sustainable development with a particular focus on the post-2015 
Development Agenda. The aim was to increase our understanding and appreciation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals and to put our people at the center of the new global development compact. Programme 
Guide.
The	 festival	 involved	 Arts,	 Culture	 and	 Conversations.	 It	 featured	 9	 convening	 running	 concurrently	
namely;  Constitutionalism in East Africa, Women and leadership, Youth Forum, Social ntrepreneurship/ 
small business forum, Resource governance, Swahili forum, Sports for development, Community Tourism 
forum, Movement building.

Recommendations and Way Forward

Zinduka Festival Organising Team were enthusiastic to learn about EACSOF and appreciated EACSOF for 
all support in organizing the festival.  Zinduka Festival Organizing Team agreed that this year EACSOF 
should take a bigger role in organizing the festival on will be held on 23rd -28th  November 2015 in  
Arusha, Tanzania.
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In the spirit of strategic engagement with the East Africa Community Secretariat and contribution 
towards	the	regional	HIV,	TB	and	STIs	response,	EACSOF	members	specifically	EANNASO	has	been	
part	of	the	process	of	the	development	of	the	2nd	EAC	HIV,	TB	and	STI	Strategic	plan	for	2015-2020.	
On	January	29th	2015	EACSOF	members	were	called	to	give	more	input	to	the	draft	EAC		2nd	HIV	and	
AIDS,	TB	and	STIs	strategic	plan	2015-2020.

The EAC HIV and AIDS Program  In Brief
Vision	:	An	East	African	Community	free	of	HIV	and	AIDS,	TB	and	STIs
Mission:	Ensure	a	coordinated,	evidence	based	and	sustainable	regional	HIV	and	AIDS,	TB	and	STIs	
response

Guiding Principles 
1. Rights based approach 
2. Gender transformative approach
3. Respect for autonomy for the Partner States
4. Integration of services
5.	 Investment	approach	(Promote	efficiency,	effectiveness	and	Sustainability)
6.	 Country	and	regional	ownership	
7.	 Equitable	regional		capacity	enhancement
8. Multisectoral accountability 
9.	 Meaningful	community	engagement	

Niche	:	Regional	coordination	of	the	HIV	and	AIDS,	TB	and	STIs	response

Read	Full	Draft	EAC	2nd	HIV	and	AIDS,	TB	and	STIs	Strategic	Plan	2015-2020.

CSOs’ Operating Environment

Draft EAC 2nd HIV and AIDS, TB and STIs Strategic Plan 2015-2020.

 The East African Civil Society Organisations’ Forum (EACSOF) entered into partnership with the Finnish 
NGO Platform (KEPA) to analyze the enabling factors and constraints regarding CSO existence and 
operations in East Africa, with a view to improving the legal and political environment in the region. 
A	number	of	methodological	approaches	were	applied.	In	4	countries:	Burundi,	Kenya,	Rwanda	and	Uganda,	
EACSOF national focal points organized breakfast meetings with CSO leaders and other stakeholders 
including	academia,	legal	experts,	media	and	government	officials.	During	each	of	the	breakfast	meetings,	
legal experts presented technical reviews of laws that have a bearing on CSO operations. This was followed 
with plenary discussions on their findings, national consensus building on what are the enabling factors 
and main constraints and recommendations.  All this was documented in individual country status papers 
(CSP). In the case of Tanzania, a report on legal and regulatory framework of CSOs by Tanzania Association 
of	Non	Governmental	Organizations	(TANGO),	as	well	as	Tanzania	Human	Rights	Report	produced	by	
Legal	and	Human	rights	center	were	used	to	inform	the	process	
Material from all 5 countries was then compiled into a regional synopsis report, which was reviewed by 
representatives from regional organizations in Arusha, to produce a final report.   The report highlights 
enabling factors that have promoted the emergence and growth of a vibrant civil society in East Africa; it 
takes stock of the best practices from specific countries in the region. 
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CSOs’ Operating Environment

It further zeroes-in on factors that have hampered Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) operating environment 
and accompanying worst practices from the region.
Full report can be accessed at: http://EACSOF.net/civicspace.html

Way Forward:
There is need  to tackle the problems within the CS (internal constraints) highlighted in Analysis of Civic 
Space	Reports	and	building	CSOs	capacity	to	do	advocacy	by	building	a	sufficient	advocacy	strategy.

EALA - CSO Engagement Framework.
EACSOF developed a proposed framework for strengthening EALA - CSO collaboration, which was 
developed with representatives from each national chapter including 2 meetings in Arusha (Nov 2013) 
and Nairobi Feb 2014) This initiative  builds on the already existing EAC CDF (Consultative Dialogue 
Framework) and engagement mechanisms between CSOs and EALA at both national and regional levels
 EACSOF is in the process of introducing this proposal to EALA for mutual agreement, formal launch and 
utilization.

On 27th September 2014 EACSOF called for closing of ranks and further collaboration with the East African 
Legislative Assembly (EALA), EACSOF Chief Executive led representatives of key regional organizations 
in	paying	a	courtesy	call	on	 the	EALA	Speaker,	Rt.	Hon	Dr	Margaret	Nantongo	Zziwa	at	 the	Speaker’s	
Chambers.	 Press	 Releases:	 http://www.dailynews.co.tz/index.php/local-news/36565-eala-now-moves-to-
create-presence-with-local-communities

EACSOF Strategic Review Workshops
The EACSOF secretariat in collaboration with the Commonwealth Foundation is currently involved in a 
reflection and strategic planning processes. The outcomes from the various country chapter consultations 
shall inform the deliberations at the Governing council meeting that will eventually come up with a strategic 
plan for the regional network. 
To properly situate EACSOF in the evolving context within East Africa it is imperative that sustained 
strategic reflections are held by the Governing Council, members and the wider civil society. In particular 
the next EACSOF strategic plan needs to be rooted in a comprehensive analysis of the realities of East 
Africa.

In light of the above, EACSOF has conducted strategic reflection meetings in Uganda, Kenya and Rwanda. 
The meeting brought together CSOs and members of EACSOF to discuss, reflect and take stock of the 
issues	that	affect	the	East	African	region.	The	meeting	reviewed	and	reaffirmed	EACSOF’s	relevance	role	
structures	and	clarified	its	priorities.		Subsequently	the	meeting	proposed	strategic	responses	and	proposed	
resource mobilization strategies that should be pursued to guide the operations of EACSOF in the next 3 
years	(2015	–	2019).	

The country reports presents the outcomes of the each country strategic thinking processes as well as the 
facilitator’s reflections on the meeting and raises some recommendations for consideration by EACSOF. The 
report makes specific recommendations on the opportunities within the integration process that EACSOF 
should hasten to take advantage of.
Reports of the strategic reflection meetings in Uganda, Kenya and Rwanda can be accessed at: http://eacsof.
net/reports.html
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Person With Albinism Campaign

The East African Civil Society Organisations’ Forum (EACSOF) is inviting you to be a partner in this 
massive online and offline campaign to protect the right to life of Persons With Albinism in East Africa. 

About Person With Albinism
Albinism is a rare, non -contagious, genetically inherited condition occurring in both genders regardless of 
ethnicity,	in	all	countries	of	the	world.	Both	the	father	and	mother	must	carry	the	gene	for	it	to	be	passed	
on even if they do not have albinism themselves. The condition results in a lack of pigmentation in the 
hair, skin and eyes, causing vulnerability to sun exposure and bright light. Almost all people with albinism 
are visually impaired, with the majority being classified as “legally blind”. While numbers vary, in North 
America and Europe it is estimated that 1 in every 20,000 people have some form of albinism. In Tanzania, 
and throughout East Africa, albinism is much more prevalent, with estimates of 1in 1,400 people being 
affected.	The	term	“person	with	albinism”	(PWA)	is	preferred	to	the	term	“albino”	as	 it	puts	the	person	
before the condition.

Why should Albinism be part of the EAC Agenda?

Persons with albinism (PWA) have lacked a strong voice for asserting not only their rights, but their 
very existence. Persons with albinism have not been heard, in part because they lack numbers, but more 
significantly because they are a marginalized group who have been deemed outside the norms of the 
dominant culture.
Persons	with	Albinism	have,	in	recent	times,	and	particularly	since	2009,	gained	the	interest	and	attention	of	
the international community. Tin a number of countries including normalized singling-out, discrimination, 
debilitating stigma, and in some cases, attacks namely bodily dismemberment and death.

	Read	and	Sign	Petition	to	#StopPWAKillings	:	http://EACSOF.net/pwa.html	
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Towards Rights Based Maternal Health in East Africa
The	East	African	Health	Platform	(EAHP)	in	collaboration	with	EACSOF	and	the	East	African	Business	Council	
(EABC)	has	 launched	a	project	 titled	“Towards	Rights	Based	Maternal	Health	 in	East	Africa”.	The	project	 led	by	
EAHP	with	the	financial	support	from	the	Open	Society	Initiative	for	Eastern	Africa	(OSIEA),	focuses	on	having	in	
place a rights based EAC integrated maternal, new-born, child and adolescent health policy 2015-2025 and strategic 
Plan 2015-2020; a functional regional CSOs coalition on rights based maternal health policy in East Africa; and 
an active CSOs and partners advocating for rights based maternal health in East Africa. All this is in a bid to have, 
as much as is practical, a harmonized, unified, rights-based regional response to maternal, new-born, child and 
adolescent health programming in East Africa.

The	aim	of	the	proposed	Integrated	EAC	Maternal,	New-born,	Child	and	Adolescent	Health	Policy	2015	2025	and	
Strategic Plan 2015-2020 is to provide comprehensive guidance to the EAC response to the problem and challenges 
affecting	mothers,	neonates,	children	and	adolescent	in	East	Africa	with	the	primary	goal	of	eliminating	preventable	
maternal, new-born, child and adolescent deaths and morbidity in East Africa.

The	development	of	the	proposed	Integrated	EAC	Maternal,	New-born,	Child	and	Adolescent	Health	Policy	2015	
2025 and Strategic Plan 2015-2030 is timely as the EAC lacks a policy to guide its activities in this area. Additionally, 
the implementation of the EAC Strategic Plan for reproductive, maternal, new-born, child, and adolescent health 
came to an end in 2013. Therefore, the two policy documents will provide the EAC Secretariat and Partner States 
with a harmonious, unified and systematic approach to responding to maternal, newborn, child and adolescent 
health issues in East Africa.

The development of the policy and strategy is based on the fact that in East Africa, maternal new-born and child 
mortality and morbidity rates is still unacceptably high although there have been significant progress in addressing 
the	millennium	development	goals	four	and	five	by	2015.	World	Health	Organization	(WHO)	statistics	2013	puts	
maternal	mortality	ratios	 in	East	Africa	 for	Burundi	at	740	per	100,000	 live	birth,	Kenya	at	400	per	100,000	 live	
births,	Rwanda	at	320	per	100,000	live	births,	Uganda	at	360	per	100,000	live	births	and	United	Republic	of	Tanzania	
at 410 per 100,000 live births.

The	same	statistics	put	under	five	mortality	ratios	per	1,000	live	births	in	East	Africa	for	Burundi	at	147,	Kenya	74,	
Rwanda 103, Uganda 137, and United Republic of Tanzania 81. Meanwhile for infant mortality ratios in the region, it 
is	stated	that	it	ranges	from	51	to	91	as	follows;	Tanzania	51	per	1,000	live	births,	Kenya	52,	Rwanda	62,	Uganda	89.4.		
The high mortality and morbidity can be explained in part by the fact that the vast majority of births still take place 
at home and are not attended by skilled attendants. Further more Skilled attendance coverage remains relatively low 
in	all	the	countries	of	the	region	with	43%	in	Kenya,	58%	in	Uganda,	51%	in	Tanzania,	69%	in	Rwanda	and	60%	in	
Burundi	respectively.	Read	Report	on	“Building	Partnership	Towards	Rights–Based	Approach	to	Maternal	Health	
Policy and Strategy in East Africa” Workshop.
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EAC Chief Justices Meeting – Nairobi, Kenya
EACSOF participated in the fourth meeting of the EAC Forum of Chief Justice on the 12th and 13th 
June 2014 in Nairobi, Kenya. EACSOF was given a chance to make a presentation on the achievements 
and challenges facing EACJ in adjudicating human rights cases from Civil Society’s perceptive. EACSOF 
member from ANGONET Mr. Petro Ahham represented EACSOF in the meeting.
The purpose of the EAC Forum of Chief Justices was envisaged to generate policy proposals initiation in 
cooperation among the courts of judicature with a view to developing best practices, standards, mechanisms 
to promote EAC Jurisprudence, upholding rule of law, constitutionalism and access to justice in the 
integration process. The forum is also envisaged to promote and develop strategies and programmes that 
foster constitutionalism, rule of law in line with the principles of good governance in the EAC integration.

EU-EAC Roundtable Discussion – Arusha, Tanzania.
On 7th   May, 2014, the East African Community Secretariat signed a cooperation programme worth 
2.3 million Euros with the European Union (EU) to improve Maritime Security and create  a favourable 
environment for the economic development in the region.
The	signing	of	the	agreement	was	preceded	by	a	roundtable	discussion,	also	held	at	the	EAC	headquarters.	
Representatives from the civil society organizations- EACSOF and the private sector joined EU and EAC 
staff	in	a	roundtable	discussion	on	the	Business	Environment	in	East	Africa	as	part	of	the	EU-EAC	week	
which	reached	its	climax	on	Friday	9th		of	May	2014.

The	Round-Table	Discussions	themed;	Business	Environment	in	East	Africa	featured	EU’s	Amb.	Sebregondi;	
Deputy Secretary General in charge of Finance and Administration, Mr. Jean Claude Nsengiyumva; Deputy 
Secretary General in charge Political Federation Mr. Charles Njoroge; the Chairman of the Tanzanian 
Private	sector	Foundation,	Mr.	Reginald	Mengi;	the	East	African	Business	Council	Chairman,	Mr.	Felix	
Mosha; the Tanzania CEO Roundtable Chairman, Ali Mufuruki; and the EACSOF-Policy Advisor, Mr. 
Robert MMAITSI as the main discussants.
East African Civil Society Forum Policy Advisor, Robert MMAITSI Presented and Discussed on:
•	Need	for	private	sector	to	contribute	to	pro-poor	growth	that	does	not	increase	but	decrease	inequality	
   and enhance social development, 
•	Need	to	take	into	account	informal	sector	contribution,	
•	Examples	of	local,	small-scale	initiatives	that	would	directly	benefits	of	an	improved	business	environment.

http://www.tanzaniatoday.co.tz/news/eac-eu-sign-23-million-euros-to-improve-maritime-securityas-the-
two-regional-economic-communities-jointly-celebrate-eu-day-in-arusha

11TH EDF REGIONAL INDICATIVE PROGRAMME (2014-2020) WORKSHOP
Background
The first Africa-European Union summit was held on Cairo, Egypt in the year 2000. This summit was done 
in recognition of a shared social, economic and political heritage between the two continents. As a result 
of the changing global geo-political environment, it was decided that there needed to be a new engagement 
between the two continents to accurately reflect these changes. Thus the Joint Africa-EU strategy was 
developed and approved in Lisbon, Portugal in the year 2007. This new partnership emphasized the mutual 
respect between the continents and mapped out key priority areas for future cooperation. During the 4th 
Africa	–EU	summit	held	in	Brussels,	Belgium	in	April	2014,			the	key	priority	areas	that	emerged	included	
good governance, rule of law, respect for human rights and the right to development.
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11TH EDF REGIONAL INDICATIVE PROGRAMME (2014-2020) WORKSHOP

ROADMAP FOR EU-AFRICA 2014-2017
Arising from the 2014 summit, 5 key priority areas for joint intervention were identified:
1. Peace and Security
2. Democracy good governance and human rights
3.	 Human	development
4. Sustainable and inclusive development, growth and continental integration
5. Global and emerging issues
These	5	key	priority	areas	are	in	line	with	the	priority	areas	as	outlined	in	the	4th	EAC	strategy	2011-2016	
that state;
1. Consolidation of the benefits of a fully-fledged customs union
2. Full implementation of the common market
3. Establishment of the EAC monetary union
4. Laying of the foundation for a political federation
5. Development of regional infrastructure
6.	 Development	and	strengthening	of	regional	production	sectors
7. Strengthening of EAC organs and institutions
8. Wide stakeholder participation-public and private sectors, CSOs local, regional and continental 
              levels.
The draft report was largely based on these key priority areas and the proposed sub envelope of the 11th 
EDF East Africa-Southern Africa-Indian Ocean regional indicative programme (EA-SA-IO-RIP) presents 
proposals on funding for four areas of intervention namely:
1. Peace, Security and Regional Stability
2. Regional Economic Integration
3. Regional Natural Resource Management 
4. Infrastructure

Proposed EACSOF Role
As	per	the	EAC	treaty	and	as	further	emphasized	in	the	4th	EAC	strategy	2011-2016	on	wide	stakeholder	
engagement and based on the consultative dialogue framework, EACSOF has been identified as one of 
the key stakeholders to fully participated and contribute in implementing of this programme. Specifically, 
EACSOF, has been clearly earmarked as a key implementing partner in priority area 1. Peace, Security 
and Regional Stability. There is also possibility for our involvement in priority area 3. Regional Natural 
Resource Management (through relevant CSOs and this may include EACSOFs’ regional members)
During breakout and plenary discussions the EAC and ourselves made strong representations that CSOs 
and PSOs needed to be fully engaged from the planning stage to implementation. 

CONCORD REPORT EUDs and CSOs
The European Confederation of Relief and Development NGOs (CONCORD),  which looks at the mutual 
engagement between EU delegations and civil society organisations across the world  have released a report 
based	on	responses	to	a	worldwide	survey	from	229	civil	society	actors	(CONCORD	members	and	their	
partners) working in 70 partner countries, supplemented by interviews with some EU delegations (EUD). 
The aim of the report was to gather examples of good practice and lessons learnt on EUD-CSO engagement, 
give	 feedback	 and	make	 recommendations	 to	 the	 EU	 (delegations	 and	 headquarters),	 to	 EU	member	
states, and to the civil society community. The ultimate goal being of course to contribute to improving the 
engagement between EUDs and CSOs. 
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CONCORD REPORT EUDs and CSOs
The report in overall states positive trends show that EUD-civil society dialogue is increasing and there 
are a number of interesting experiences to learn from. The elaboration of country roadmaps for EUD 
engagement with civil society is viewed as an important step in the right direction. Yet major challenges 
remain in the dialogue between EUDs and civil society. Existing consultation processes are often ad hoc 
and need to be transformed into more permanent dialogue mechanisms that allow for genuine engagement 
on relevant matters. The range of civil society actors to engage with and the issues addressed need to be 
broadened. The dialogue and information sharing concerning funding opportunities and aid modalities 
remains fairly limited and engagement with local and grassroots organisations in particular needs to be 
stepped	up.	But	it’s	not	only	about	EU	Delegations!	CSOs	should	also	coordinate	better.	Lack	of	efficient	
coordination	hampers	efforts	to	improve	engagement	with	EU	delegations.
Full	Report:	http://www.concordeurope.org/publications/item/406-the-eu-delegations-watch-report-2015	

Climate, Food, Trade: Developing Coherent Policies and Programmes in the EAC
EACSOF	staff	attended	a	training	on	“Climate,	Food,	Trade:	Developing	Coherent	Policies	and	Programmes	
in the EAC” organized by CUTs International in Nairobi Kenya. 
The workshop highlighted that in the EAC region, Climate Change (CC) adverse impacts have been observed 
through sea level rise, which has already led to infrastructure destruction along the coast, submergence of 
some small islands in the Indian ocean, e.g. Maziwe and Fungu la Nyani, intrusion of sea water into fresh 
water wells along the coast, in Tanzania, beach erosion in Mombasa, Kenya,  rampant floods and droughts 
across the region.
Why talk of Climate Change-Food Security-Trade interface in EAC
•	 Deep	water	temperatures	of	lakes	Edward,	Albert,	Kivu,	Victoria,	Tanganyika	and	Nyasa,	have	risen		
													by	0.2	to	0.7°C	since	the	early	1900s.	
•	 Since	1912,	the	area	of	Mt.	Kilimanjaro’s	ice	fields	has	decreased	between	50-80%	to	date.	
•	 The	remaining	ice	fields	are	likely	to	disappear	between	2015	and	2020.More	Changes	will	be	in	
              Temperature (+0.2 degrees oC to +0.5) and precipitation patterns. 
•	 Under	intermediate	warming	scenarios,	parts	of	equatorial	East	Africa	will	likely	experience	5-20%	
             increased rainfall from December-February and 5-10% decreased rainfall from June-August by 2050.

Risks and Opportunities in Climate Change-Food Security-Trade interface in EAC
•	 80%	of	the	EAC	population	lives	in	rural	areas
•	 75%	of	the	80%	are	engaged	in	agriculture
•	 Agriculture	contributes	40%	of	the	regions	GDP	

Keep It Simple Fact on Climate Change-Food Security-Trade
“You Can Not Trade What You Don’t Produce, There is No Produce if Climate is Not Favorable”

Climate Change-Food Security-Trade Interlinkage

Food	Security:	Exists	when	all	people,	at	all	times,	have	physical	and	economic	access	to	sufficient,	safe,	and	
nutritious food, enabling them to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy 
life	 (FAO,	 2006).	Climate	 change	 affects	 trade	 and	 food	 security	 directly.	Rainfall	 variability,	 increased	
temperatures	 and	 frequent	 floods	 already	 experienced	 in	 EAC	 reduce	 production	 and	 supply	 of	 food	
affecting	food	quantities	traded	and	direct	food	availability	and	therefore	food	security.		Increased	trade	
implies increased transport and Co2 emissions therefore contributing to climate change, while trade in 
environmental	goods	contributes	to	mitigation	against	climate	effects.	Increased	food	trade	(exports	and	
imports)	affects	food	security	directly.	
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Climate, Food, Trade: Developing Coherent Policies and Programmes in the EAC
Exports may contribute to less food availability at the domestic level while imports contribute to increased 
food	 supply	 at	 the	 domestic	 level.	 Increased	 trade	 (imports)	 may	 contribute	 to	 improved	 quality	 and	
to stability of food availability and food (therefore access). Countries with food insecurity and depend 
on import are vulnerable to externalities policies Ex. Seed Policies the Destroys Farming http://www.
globalresearch.ca/the-seeds-of-suicide-how-monsanto-destroys-farming/5329947	

Picture		Below	shows	EAC	strategy	in	building	climate	Resilient	EAC.	EAC	Strategy	needs	to	be	built	on	
Adaptaion as its Foundation.

UNECA Conference - Kinshasa , the Democratic Republic of Congo.
The eighteenth meeting of the intergovernmental committee of experts (ICE) was held under the auspices of 
the Government of the Democratic Republic of Congo in collaboration with the United Nations Economic 
Commission	for	Africa,	sub-regional	office	for	Eastern	and	Southern	Africa	(UNECA	SRO).	 	The	main	
theme and key note presentation was a report on ‘National Champions, Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
and structural transformation in Eastern Africa’.
The main goals of the meeting included:
1. To deliberate on regulatory matters related to the operations of UNECA-SRO-EA
2. Asses the socio-economic condition in EA
3. Develop partnerships to strengthen regional integration
4. To analyze current and future national champions and the role of FDI in catalysing their development 
in country and regional structural transformation
In his opening remarks, Mr. Antonio Pedro, Director UNECA/SRO EA highlighted the fact that despite 
a	drop	in	percentage	of	poverty	levels,	high	growth	rates	experienced	in	Eastern	Africa	had	little	effect	on	
reducing the absolute number of people living under the poverty line that has actually increased from 155 
million	in	2000	to	165	million	in	2012.	He	further	suggested	that	one	way	in	which	countries	in	the	region	
can use to address this situation is by utilising entrepreneurial skills of national champions in the public 
and	private	 sectors	 to	 lead	 into	 structural	 transformation	of	 the	 economies.	He	 further	 urged	 regional	
governments	to	create	the	enabling	environment	from	which	these	firms	can	grow	and	effectively	compete	
nationally, regional and on globally and at the same time creating jobs for the youth. As an example of 
national	 champions,	 he	highlighted	Ethiopian	 airways	 and	Equity	 bank	 as	 two	firms	 that	were	 leading	
the way but stressed that deliberate measures should be put in place to increase the number of these firms 
nationally and across the region.
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EACSOF  Communique on Ebola
The	East	African	Health	Platform	in	collaboration	with	EACSOF	and	other	 interest	groups	working	on	
health in East Africa campained on  the recent Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) outbreak in West Africa and its 
likely impacts on the social and economic activities and development in our region.

The	communique	appreciated	the	response	that	the	EAC	Secretariat	and	Partner	States	have	done	especially	
in	their	vigilance	and	screening	to	detect	the	possibility	of	EVD	on	moving	passengers.	However,	there	had	
been limited response at the border points in the region since the disease outbreak was in West Africa.

East	African	Health	Platform	have	committed	to	contribute	towards	the	Ebola	EVD	response	in	East	Africa	
through continued monitoring and reporting suspected cases of Ebola to the health authorities and through 
continued provision of information and awareness creation on Ebola EVD to the citizens of East Africa.

EACSOF	call	upon	the	East	African	Community	and	Partner	States,	Public	Health	Authorities	and	workers	
as	well	as	citizens	to	contribute	towards	the	response	by	performing	their	roles	effectively.

The	Communiqué	can	be	accessed	at:	http://eacsof.net/health.html

EACSOF  Press Release on Burundi elections
EACSOF (East African Civil Society Organizations’ Forum) is the apex body for Civil Society Organizations 
(CSOs) operating in the East African Community (EAC). It is recognized under the East African Community 
Consultative	Dialogue	Framework	(CDF)	adopted	by	 the	Council	of	Ministers	during	 its	26th	Meeting	
(EAC/CM26/DECISION	06).	The	Decision	was	made	pursuant	to	Articles	127,	128	and	129	of	the	EAC	
Treaty under which Partner States agreed to create an enabling environment for Private Sector and Civil 
Society participation in the integration process.

EACSOF, through its deliberations and engagements, has prioritized peace and security as one of its core 
areas of intervention. EACSOF’s mission in this area is to ensure that EAC Citizens and States are proactively 
engaged in seeking peace to secure social and economic progress while safeguarding the rights of all citizens. 
In	its	Governing	Council	meeting	of	March	26th/27th	in	Naivasha,	Kenya,	EACSOF	deliberated	on	the	
question	of	peace	and	security	in	Burundi	in	light	of	the	coming	elections	and	the	environment	thereof.	It	
took note that general elections in our region have a direct relationship with the enjoyment of peace and 
security among citizens, a critical concern of the EAC (refer Article 121 of the Treaty and the EAC Protocol 
on Peace and Security).

Read	Communique	on	Concerns	over	peace	in	Burundi	in	view	of	the	coming	General	Elections	on:	



Study on EAC Air 
Transport Regulations

18

EAST AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATION’S FORUM JANUARY - APRIL 2015 NEWSLETTER

EACSOF JANUARY - APRIL 2015 NEWSLETTER

UPCOMING EVENTS 2015

•	 Launch	of	Regional	Economic	Communities	Guide	May	2015
•	 EACSOF	GC	meeting	with	Commonwealth	Foundation	May	2015
•	 EACSOF	Governing	Council	Meeting	on	26th	August	2015
•	 National	CSOs	Consultations	for	the	4th	EAC	Annual	SG	Forum	in	all	EAC	Partner	States.
•	 Co-organizing	the	4th	EAC	Annual	SG	Forum	on	the	week	of	25th		November	2015
•	 EACSOF	Annual	General	Meeting	on	18th	-22nd	November	2015.

EACSOF EVENTS 2015

1st	Regional	Dialogue	Commetee	meeting	will	take	place	from	4th	–	6th	May	2015	in	Kigali,	Rwanda.

04-08 May 2015 Main Planning Conference EAC Military Games and Cultural Event 2015
EAC Secretariat, Partner States

4th	-	16th	May	2014	EAC-EU	meeting	on	the	EPA	Arusha	Tanzania

4th - 8th May 2015 Crossborder meetings on on Ebola and other Infectious diseases control Gulu Uganda

4-8	May	2015	Meeting	to	Publish	registered	medicines	on	EAC-MRH	Website	Kampala	Uganda

4 May-12 June 2015 establishment of National Centers of excellence on YFS -Framework for increasing 
access	to	adolescent	and	youth	friendly	RH	services	in	the	region	all	Partner	States

4th to 15th May 2015 National workshops to validate EAC Aflatoxin Policy Partner States

6th-8th	May,	2015	6th-8th	May,	2015	Regional	Workshop	to	implement	the	components	of	the	Cooperation	
Agreement	on	the	Investment	Climate	Program	EAC	and	World	Bank	Group)	Kampala	Uganda

11th -13th May 2015 3rdF Meeting of Directors of Labour and Youth to develop a framework on the 
exchange of young workers amongst EAC Partner States Arusha Tanznaia

11-	15	May	2015	Meeting	of	Experts	on	Empowering	Border	Communities	Arusha	Tanzania

11th -15th May 2015 Finalization of the legal framework of collaboration in Tourism and Wildlife 
Management Kampala 

11th to 13 May 2015Meeting of Negotiators to WTO and OIE (matters relating to ISSOs - WTO and 
International Animal Organisation)l Nairobi Kenya

11-15 May, 2015 Meeting of the Technical Working Group on harmonization of Labor Statistics

12th to 14th May 2015 ExpertsF meeting toF formulate plans and TORs forF EAC Mineral Value Addition 
(MVA) and Local Content Policy  Arusha Tanzania

EAC EVENTS 2015
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UPCOMING EVENTS 2015

13-15 May 2015 Regional Meeting of Climate Change Finance Experts - Arusha

14-15	May	2015	7th	EAC-EABC	Media	Summit	Awards		Dar	es	Salaam	Tanzania

18-20 May 2015 Meeting of the Technical Working Group on Pollution Control Dar es salaam, Tanznia.

22nd to 23rd May Training on Calibration Nairobi Kenya

18th	to	22nd	May	Drafting	of	Final	Technical	and	Financial	Reports	of	the	5th	Annual	East	African	Health	
and	Scientific	Conference	&	International	Health	Exhibition	and	Trade	Fair
Participants:	EAC	Secretariat,	Partner	States	and	East	African	Health	Research	Commission.
Venue	:	Bujumbura,	Burundi.

18th	-	20th	May	2015Meeting	of	Heads	of	Meteorological	Services	To	Consider	Status	of	Recommendations	
to TCM Partner States Arusha, Tanzania.

18- 22 May, 2015 Meeting of the TWGs on Excise duty

18-22 May, 2015  Workshop to validation studies on policy frameworks in the context of EAMU Dar es 
salaam Tanzania

18 - 21 May 2015Meeting of the Sectoral Council on Trade Industry , Finance and Investment (SCTIFI) 
Arusja Tanzania

21st	-22nd	May	2015	YOUTH	Ambassador	Dialogue	on	the	role	of	EACJ	In	upholding	the	rule	of	law	in	
EA. Venue EAC Secretariat.

25th	-	29th	May,	2015		EAC	meeting	of	Trade	Remedies	Committee	to	deliberate	on	NTBS	referred	to	the	
Committee by the Council. Arusha Tanzania

25th-29th	May	2015	Secretariat	Final	regonal	validation	workshop	to	consider	the	Review	of	the	EAC	4th	
Development Strategy and formulation of the EAC vision 2050. Entebbe, Uganda.

25-	29	May,	2015	Meeting	of	the	TWGs	on	Income	Tax

25-	29	May,	2015	Meeting	of	the	Technical	Working	Group	on	Education	and	Demography

25th	-	29th	May	Consider	issues	on	WHO	matters	regarding	Tobacco	Control	Arusha	Tanzania

26th	to	27th	May	Convene	regional	4thF	NAC	Director’sF	Forum	Arusha	Tanzania

26th	-30th	2015	May	Hold	Regional	Stakeholder	workshop	to	Validate	the	Regional	mapping	Studt	Report	
on Culture and Creative Industries in the EAC Kigali Rwanda

EAC EVENTS 2015
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UPCOMING EVENTS 2015

28th	and	29th	May	2015	Convene	regional	Partners	Forum(s)	for	Key	HIV	&	AIDS	stakeholders	Arusha	
Tanzania

08 - 12 June 2015  Meeting to undertake mid term review of the Customs Strategy parner States

Date:10th to 12th June 2015
1st	Meeting	of	the	Governing	Board	of	the	East	African	Health	Research	Commission
Participants:	EAC	Secretariat,	Partner	States	and		East	African	Health	Research	Commission.
Venue	:	Bujumbura,	Burundi.

June11th -12th  2015 Peer learning workshop on electoral management and democratic governance
10th	to	12th	June	2015	Convene	EACF	regional	TWG	on	HIV	and	AIDS	,	TBF	and	STIs	M&E	sug	groupF	
and experts meeting  kampala Uganda

15-18	June	2015	Conference	on	Women	in	Business	Nairobi	Kenya

15th	-	20th	June,	To	evaluate	the	impact	of	NTBs	in	the	central	Corridor.	Partner	States

15th	-	20th	June	2015		Joint	Sectoral	Councils	on	Cooperation	in	Defence,	Interstate	Security	&	Foreign	
Policy Coordination

24-26th	June	2015	Meeting	of	the	Search	andRescue,	and	Incidents	and	Accidents	Investigation	Experts

22	-	26	Jun,	2015	National	Training	in	Agricultural	Producer	Price	Index(APPI)

END

EAC EVENTS 2015

Are You Interested in Joining EACSOF Membership or Supporting EACSOF? 

EACSOF is the only inclusive platform for all CSO in East Africa ; EACSOF is a space for CSO shared learning 
and collective action. Under the EAC Consultative Dialogue Framework, EACSOF is mandated as the CSO focal 
point for active participation in the integration process in pursuit of Article 127 of the Treaty for establishment 
of the EAC.  EACSOF draws its membership from Civil Society Organizations include, Non-Governmental 
Organizations, Community Based Organizations, Faith Based Organizations, networks and Coalitions of such 
Organizations situated within the East Africa Community Member States. Join EACSOF Membership  so as 
to contribute to the empowering of active citizenry for sustainable development and growth in East Africa. 
Benefits Include: EAC news updates, attend EACSOF events and networking with other prominent CSO. 

For Further Information, Suggestions or Inquiries : Contact Us
East African Civil Society Organisations’ Forum (EACSOF) 

P. O. Box 12583   Plot 233, Oloirien Area, Perfect Printers Street, Arusha | Tanzania.
Tel:   +255 786 027 746 

Email: info@easof.net / eacsof@gmail.com  
Website:  www.eacsof.net


